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Letter to DCI free; i'fesley a. Posvar, dated 
6 January 1931 


I* Last spring the Language School of tne Office of Training :ma 
Education became aware of tiie Michel Thosas Method of Language -.ear d ig 
through publicity prenonteu at professional confereaices . In May H ,0 
Mr. Thomas was invited to the Language School to explain and discus a 
his teaching methods. Tiie consensus of the instructors & id proift ss .o <ai 
linguists fro© the Language School who interviewed him is in sharp con- 
trast with Goaiiceiior Posvsr’s impression of the Thecas toacLix. 
technique. 

2. Tiie Language ochool was skeptical about Mr. Taoeias’ success 
rate and asked him for a list of students in the Washington area wn • 
and boon trained by his aethod. With his percussion, oral proficiency 
tests ware administered to eight French, Spanish ami German trained 
persons, /too© dejaunstrated proficiencies approacning his clams, 

Mr. 'Charles £. Morin, referred to in Chancellor Posvar’s letter, wa^ ,«i 
enthusiastic proponent of the siethod but a reluctant conversational „st. 

3. The Language ocnool also contacted the Defense Language 
Institute (DLI) in Monterey and was advised that Mr. Tnoraas iiad coo iuctod 
a two-week desaonstratioo program for them. DLI *s response to tiie aethod 
was quite negative, ho farther negotiations were conducted by 111 with 
Mr. Thomas. 

4. un tiie basis of a serious and specific examination by the 
Language School of Hr. Thomas' Hethod and claims , we inforaed iru.. 1. a 
letter dated 26 Novorater 1930 that we had no further interest in pur- 
suing a joint effort in language training. 
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SUBJECT : Michel Thoms Metiiod, of Language Learning 


5, hie feel confidant, u« the oasis of professional j udgi&at mu 
practical inquiry, tiiat the Miciiel fiMK&as i-etijod does not serve ta>. 
language learning needs of our school. 
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